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DOUGLAS HIGH SCHOOL SHOOTING 


Pm no coward, 
says deputy 
who didn't go 
into school 
during shooting 


m Broward Deputy Scot Peterson, criticized by Sheriff 
Scott Israel, lashed back at criticism, saying he did not 
believe gunshots were happening inside the building 
where 17 people were fatally shot during the massacre 
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High. 
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Florida flamingos at Zoo Miami, where vet Frank Ridgely and biologist Steve Whitfield nursed a rescued wild flamingo 
back to health. Once released, the bird provided a trove of information about how flamingos live in Florida Bay.. 


Florida scientists solve 
century-old flamingo mystery 


m™ Despite their iconic connection to Florida, wild flamingos have long been 


considered escapees from Hialeah racetrack or other domestic flocks, or 
wayward vagrants from Caribbean populations. But a new study concludes 


early ornithologists were mistaken. 


BY JENNY STALETOVICH 
jstaletovich@miamiherald.com 


One sunny spring day in 2012, 
Tony Pernas, a botanist for the Big 
Cypress National Preserve, 
volunteered his boat to take col- 


leagues on a scouting trip to chase 
down a rumored flock of rare flam- 
ingos spotted in a remote 
Everglades lake. 

Despite their iconic connection to 
Florida, the shocking pink birds are 
not considered native and are al- 


most never seen in the wild. 

Singles or pairs sometimes show 
up in the Keys. But outside the do- 
mestic flock at Hialeah racetrack, 
wild groups are a true oddity. 

“Sure as heck,” Pernas said. 
“There was a flock of 18.” 

As they photographed the vivid 
pink birds against the muddy gray 
flats of Lake Ingraham, just inside 
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IMMIGRATION 


Supreme Court declines to decide fate of 
‘Dreamers’ — leaving DACA in place, for now 


m The Supreme Court decides to 
stay out of the case on the 
Obama-era Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program, or 
DACA, and rejects the Trump 
administration’s request to review 
lower court rulings. 


BY JESSICA GRESKO 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 

The Supreme Court on Monday 
rejected the Trump administration’s 
highly unusual bid to bypass a feder- 
al appeals court and get the justices 
to intervene in the fate of a program 
that protects hundreds of thousands 
of young immigrants from deporta- 
tion. 


The announcement means the 
case affecting “Dreamers” will have 
to work its way through the lower 
courts before any Supreme Court 
ruling is possible. The case could 
also become moot if Congress takes 
action in the meantime. Right now, 
however, efforts to address the issue 
in Congress have hit a stalemate. 

The Supreme Court’s decision for 
now to stay out of the case on the 
Obama-era Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program, or 
DACA, wasn’t surprising. It’s highly 
unusual for the Supreme Court to 
hear a case before a lower appeals 
court has considered it. 

But DACA supporters hailed the 
decision as a significant — if only 
temporary — win. Trump said the 


case would now be heard by an 
appeals court and “we’ll see what 
happens from there.” 

“You know, we tried to get it 
moved quickly because we’d like to 
help DACA. I think everybody in this 
room wants to help with DACA,” he 
said to visiting governors. “But the 
Supreme Court just ruled that it has 
to go through the normal channels.” 

DACA has provided protection 
from deportation and work permits 
for about 800,000 young people 
who came to the U.S. as children 
and stayed illegally. 

In September, Trump argued that 
President Barack Obama had ex- 
ceeded his executive powers when 
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BY DAVID OVALLE 
dovalle@miamiherald.com 
BY DAVID SMILEY 
dsmiley@miamiherald.com 


Broward Deputy Scot 
Peterson says he is no 
coward. 

The longtime 
campus cop at 
Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High has 
been nationally 
ridiculed over the 
last week for his 
response to a mass 
shooter on campus 
— including by no less 
than President Donald 
Trump, who on Monday 
proclaimed that he likely 
would have charged in 
himself, even unarmed. 

On Monday, Peterson 
pushed back against the 
critics in his first public 


Peterson 


statement, essentially 
arguing he did the right 
things in an uncertain, 
chaotic situation. “Allega- 
tions that Mr. Peterson 
was a coward and that his 
performance, under the 
circumstances, failed to 
meet the standards 
of police officers 
are patently un- 
true,” according to 
the statement sent 
from Fort Lauder- 
dale attorney Jo- 
seph DiRuzzo. 
Last week, Bro- 
ward Sheriff Scott 
Israel took the 
extraordinary step of sin- 
gling out Peterson for 
failing to engage with 
confessed killer Nikolas 
Cruz as he gunned down 
17 people — an accusation 
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CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH 


Admissions to 
mental health 
centers rise 


m Statewide, children’s mental health crisis centers have 
seen a spike in fear and anxiety since the shooting. 


BY CAROL MARBIN MILLER 
cmarbin@miamiherald.com 
BY MONIQUE O. MADAN 
mmadan@miamiherald.com 


The emotional welfare 
of children follows pre- 
dictable patterns. In the 
fall, when school begins, 
beds at psychiatric treat- 
ment centers fill up. They 
empty again during sum- 
mer break and the winter 
holidays. 

In recent years, doctors 
and psychologists have 
detected a new pattern: 
Children’s crisis centers 
brim with new patients in 
the aftermath of a school 
shooting. 

In the week following 
the Valentine’s Day 
shooting spree on the 
Parkland campus of Mar- 
jory Stoneman Douglas 
High, admissions of chil- 
dren to mental health 


treatment centers in Flor- 
ida have spiked, profes- 
sionals say. 

“Children do not feel 
safe,” said Patricia Ares- 
Romero, the chief medical 
officer of Jackson Behav- 
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MORE INSIDE 


e Protesters take message to 
Capitol, 3A 


e Teen who was shot: ‘Grateful 
to be here’ 4A 


e GOP Congress under pressure 
to move on guns, 4A 


e Florida House launches probe 
of shooting, 4A 


e Florida Senate panel OK's 
raising age for gun buys, 5A 


e Donor to link contributions to 
gun measures, 7A 


AMERICAS 


SHOPPING 
IN CUBA 


Cuban tourism officials 
say ‘heritage stores’ 
shouldn’t be among shops 


NATION 


9M TRIAL 
JUDGE’S ORDER 


He said that he’d order 
Secretary of Defense Jim 


Mattis to explain why he 


BUSINESS 


MIAMI: NO. 1 CITY 
FOR CO-WORKING 


A new study has found 
=æ Miami has the highest rate 
of co-working spaces 
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